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“A journey of a thousand miles must begin with a single step” (6th c. Chinese 
philosopher, Lao-tzu).  And so it is as we take our first step together in ministry: a 
single step in what I hope and pray is a journey of many thousands of miles.  It is 
with great excitement and gratitude that I begin this journey with you! How fun it 
will be getting to know all of you, sharing our personal and spiritual stories and 
discovering together God’s plans for Amity.    

 
As a first step, let me share a little about my family and self.  I grew up in Eastern NC, in the small town of 
Faison (population 600).  All my childhood years were spent in Faison, and my father and extended family 
continue to live there (my mother is deceased).  After attending college at Queens College in Charlotte, I 
married and moved to Tennessee for my husband to enter graduate school at UT- Knoxville.  We lived in TN 
from 1984-1994, Charlotte from 1994-2000 and Boston, MA from 2000-2001.  As the years passed, our family 
grew.  Two sons were born to us in Knoxville, 1 in Charlotte, and yet one more son in Boston.  In the summer 
of 2001 we moved back to Faison where we have lived until this past year. 
 
It was in 2003 that I discerned a call into ordained ministry, and what an amazing journey the last 5 years have 
been! I entered Duke Divinity School in the fall of 2004 and have served as a student pastor for a 2-point charge 
in rural Duplin County for the past 4 years.  My time at Duke and in parish ministry has been nothing less than 
transforming.   A wise pastor once told me that a blessing is not a material gift but rather a blessing occurs 
anytime God is revealed to us. God has certainly been revealed to me through the community at Duke and 
within the churches I have served.   The support and love, the sustenance and nurture that God has provided and 
continues to provide for me during this journey has strengthened my relationship with God, strengthened my 
faith and ability to trust that God does and will sustain.   
 
My boys are now 17 (Matt), 15 (Joseph), 10 (Daniel), and 7 (Andrew).  In case you have trouble remembering 
which one is who, the following may help:   First, they are in reverse alphabetical order – and no, I did not plan 
it that way!  Second, they are accustomed to answering to any of the above names as long as they are in ear 
shot!  They are so very excited about getting to know you and becoming a part of the Amity community. 
 
As I pack boxes and prepare for moving, I am reminded once again that while the “stuff” we pack, move, and 
relocate is important, it is not life giving.  It is indeed the relationships I have formed along the way, and the 
ones I look forward to forming with you all, that sustain, inspire and enrich. May the Spirit lead us all on the 
journey before us, drawing us close to one another and ever closer to God.   
 
Blessings,  
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